Remarks 

Applicant requests favorable reconsideration and allowance of the subject 
application in view of the preceding amendments and the following remarks. 

Claims 1-10 and 12-20 are presented for examination. Claim 1 is the only 
independent claim. 

By this paper, claim 1 1 has been cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer and 
claims 1,16, and 19 have been amended to clarify certain features of Applicant's invention. 
Support for the changes can be found in the original application, as filed. Applicant submits that 
no new matter has been added. 

In the Office Action dated December 23, 2004, claims 1-20 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 1 12, U 2, as allegedly being indefinite for failure to point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which Applicant regards as the invention. The Office Action indicated that claims 
1-20 were otherwise allowable. 

Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection of claims 1-20, and submits that the 
present invention previously recited in claims 1-20 complies with § 1 12, ^ 2. Nevertheless, 
without conceding the propriety of the rejection, and solely to expedite prosecution, Applicant 
has amended independent claim 1 to recite a preferred temperature at which the reaction recited 
in claim 1 occurs. Applicant has also made formal amendments to dependent claims 16 and 19 
to overcome the specific rejections of those claims noted in the Office Action. 

Applicant submits that the subject application is in condition for allowance. 
Favorable reconsideration, withdrawal of the rejections set forth in the Office Action, and an 
early Notice of Allowance are requested. 
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Applicant's undersigned attorney can be reached in the Washington, D.C. office of 
Fitzpatrick, Cella, Harper & Scinto by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should 
continue to be directed to our address given below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 44,749 
Attorney for Applicant 

Fitzpatrick, Cella, Harper & Scinto 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 



DC_MAIN 1971 21 v1 



-7- 



